2026 GASGAS MC450F PROJECT

Sean Lipanovich is a test rider and
MX instructor who races local pro
events as well as the occasional
outdoor National. He’s the guy the
Factory Editions were made for.
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Building the Factory Edition that GasGas didn’t

his is a weird year. For 2026,

there are a number of Austrian

motorcycles missing in action.
None of the standard Husqvarna four-
stroke MX bikes showed up—only
the Factory Editions. On the GasGas
side of the fence, it was the other way
around. The MC450F and MC250F
reported for duty, but when it came
time for the Factory Editions, there
were none. On top of that, there was
no factory motocross team.

The reasons lay deep in the balance
sheets of the corporate reorganization
that took place in 2025, but the end
result is more clarity and less overlap
between product lines. That’s good.
Unfortunately, we had plans. Sean
Lipanovich is a key test rider for Dirt
Bike Magazine, and 2026 was a year
that he targeted for a bike switch
from KTM to GasGas. Sean actually
goes through a bunch of motorcycles
every year. On top of his own racing
program, he runs Sean Lipanovich
Motocross School, or SLMX. Riders
come from all over to attend class,
and he is often asked to supply bikes.
He has a small fleet of rental motor-
cycles, some of which are his retired
race bikes. The 2026 GasGas Factory
Edition would have been great for
that. The bike we have here is plan B:
We helped Sean build his own 2026
GasGas Factory Edition.

2026 GASGAS MC450F

Our 2026 GasGas MC450F test
bike arrived in a blizzard of bikes that
became our 2026 450 MX shootout.
At first, we assumed that it was
unchanged, like the KTM 450SX-F.
We soon discovered that the GasGas
did, in fact, have a handful of changes
separating it from the 2025 model.
Most significantly, it met the latest
FIM sound restriction—a standard
that will be coming to AMA Pro racing
in 2027. The new 109-decibel test
measures the noise output of the
bike, with the engine going quickly
from idle to wide open. In order to
meet this new standard, there were
changes in the muffler and the air
filter. It turns out that intake noise is
a major contributor to overall sound
level, so the air filter cage is more
restrictive. The cage is half closed off
from the inside, although the element
itself is larger. The bike also has some
mapping changes and, of course,
the graphics are new. Otherwise,
it’s unchanged from 2025. It still has
a WP air fork, and it still has some
exclusive GasGas parts that allow
it to carry a lower suggested retail
price than its KTM counterpart. Those
include Maxxis tires, Braktec brakes
and hydraulics, forged triple clamps,
an unbranded handlebar, and a miss-
ing map switch.

JUNE 2026 / DIRT BIKE 47




Glen Helen is the

base of operations for |

the SLMX School.

A

| HIRTBIRE

For 2026, there is no GasGas
MC450F Factory Edition. We
had to make our own.

In the shootout, the GasGas
took a backseat to both the 2026
KTM 450SX-F and the 2025
Husqvarna FC450, which we
included simply because there
were leftovers still on dealer
showrooms. The horsepower
gap between the GasGas and
the other two Austrian bikes was
larger than ever before. Plus, the
GasGas had softer suspension
settings, and that placed it at a
further disadvantage. If any bike
needed a Factory Edition fol-
low-up, it was the GasGas.

Using the template provided
by KTM and Husqvarna, here are
some of the items that we would
have expected on such a bike:

e A WP Xact Pro Trax 8950
shock

e A WP 7548 cone-valve fork

e A WP holeshot device

e A map switch

e Split CNC triple clamps

e A factory wheelset

® Premium tires

e An aftermarket exhaust

THE STUFF HE HAD

As we pointed out in the test of
the KTM 450SX-F Factory Edition,
buying those items in addition to the
bike’s MSRP would be crazy expen-
sive. The WP Xact Pro 8950 shock
sells for $3200, and the WP 7548
fork is around $3500. The MSRP of
the MCA450F is already $10,849. The
only way that factory-level suspension
makes sense is if you roll it over from
one bike to the next. That’s exactly
what Sean does. Each year, his race
bike gets his cone-valve fork and
Trax shock freshened up alongside
his valving. Damon at WP already
has Sean’s valving stored in his data-
base. One of the key features of the
cone-valve design is that it uses fewer
shims than normal suspension, and
that means the valving changes less
over time. The forged triple clamps
that came on the stock GasGas are a
little stiff and crude. Ride Engineering
makes a set of split clamps that allow
the fork pinch bolts to use less torque
and thereby preserve those precious
fork tubes. The bike was also treated
to a brand-new wheelset from GasGas
Hard Parts because (1) Sean’s old
wheelset was orange, and (2) his old
wheelset was hammered. The front
wheel got a Ride Engineering 270mm
oversize rotor kit.

As for the motor, job one was to
restore some missing horsepower. As
much as we all love a quiet bike, the
new muffler and air filter take a toll on
output. A Twin Air Power Flow system
allows the bike to breathe again and
makes an excellent companion to the
Pro Circuit Ti-6 exhaust system. At
that point we had to make a decision.
We could simply bolt on the optional
map switch or try to take the motor to
the next level. A stock KTM motor is
nothing to take lightly, but Jamie Ellis
at Twisted Development has tricks
that even the factory doesn’t know
about. The Vortex ignition falls into the
same category as premium suspen-
sion components; it’s a part that can
be passed down from bike to bike.
The ECU can hold 10 different maps;
there’s one with light engine braking,
another with more peak and another
with a hard hit down low. Jamie has
another product specifically for the
KTM/Husky/GasGas motor that helps.
The stock exhaust flange, weirdly
enough, doesn’t line up properly with
the exhaust port in the head. It’s an
easy fix; Twisted Development has a
new flange that matches perfectly.

A Pro Circuit Ti-6 isn’t
an especially loud sys-
tem, but it breathes
much more freely
than the 2026 GasGas
exhaust.

The WP Trax shock has a more sophisticated valving
system than the stock GasGas unit. Spring preload
can be altered with an 8mm T-handle.

Sean has been a
staunch proponent of
the WP cone-valve fork
since it was introduced.




GASGAS MC450F

One item that came on last year’s
GasGas MC450F Factory Edition that
we didn’t incorporate to our project
was the Connectivity Unit Off-Road
(CUO). This is a Bluetooth transmit-
ter combined with a GPS that allows
tuning through a smartphone app, as
well as the possibility of recording ride
information through a LitPro subscrip-
tion. The mapping options provided
by this system are fairly basic and
were far surpassed by the Vortex
capabilities. As for the LitPro con-
nection, that might be something that
Sean will use later when he moves
this bike from active racing machine
to rental mule, but not now.

Most of the remaining items in this
build are simply personal preference
items. Sean isn’t especially tall and
the GasGas is. He had custom-made
footpegs that are taller than stock in
order to close up the rider compart-
ment. The Seat Concepts race seat,
the ODI handlebar and the ODI grips
are items he likes and uses on all his
bikes. Some other items got the nod
for durability —the TM Designs Slide
and Glide kit and the ASV levers in
particular. Mitas tires were among the
final items installed.

FACTORY FOR ME

When Sean wasn’t looking, we
took his new bike for a few laps
around Glen Helen. The most strik-
ing difference between it and the
stock GasGas was the power out-
put. We love the KTM motor, but in
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The Ride
Engineering
clamps hold the
fork tubes more
securely with less
torque on the
pinch bolts. That
keeps the fork
tubes from distort-
ing and provides

‘ smoother action.

stock form, the GasGas lacks some
of that magic. Between the Twisted
Development mapping, Pro Circuit
exhaust and Twin Air filter, the differ-
ence was immediately noticeable. The
bike probably gained around 5 horse-
power. It surpassed a stock KTM, and
was still manageable and smooth.
That’s what we always loved about
this motor; it wraps incredible power
in a cloak of usability. Our homegrown
Factory Edition took that characteris-
tic to a new level. And, even though
the suspension was tuned specifically
for Sean, it would have suited our
older, heavier, slower editors just fine.
The cone-valve fork, in particular,

has an unmistakable feel that virtually
everyone loves.

So now this bike goes into the
SLMX machine fleet for the rest of the
year. Sean has long since retired from
AMA Supercross, but he might hit an
outdoor National as well as the Glen
Helen Vet Championship. He generally
shows up at local races in between
the classes he teaches and testing
for Dirt Bike. The homegrown Factory
Edition is perfect for all that. How
soon will it get converted to a rental
bike? We’'re not sure, but you can bet
that when it does, the Factory Edition
parts will move on to Sean’s next per-
sonal bike. O

The MSRP for the standard GasGas MC450F is

$10,849. If you want to justify adding premium
suspension to that, you need to plan on moving

it from bike to bike.






